the Karnataka State Minornities
Educatimnal Institutions Feblera-
teon <hallenging the Kammatakas stase
POVErNIment s 30 peroent tultion fees
reduction order 1o paivate sohond

Moreover, with the full backing
of the TMIC governmsent. the stabe
government-funded Jadavpur Unié-
versity (esth.agos) has unisedly and

qpaiveostally defied twao ot ifications

on February 24, the Karnataka high

cosart ondered the state governmeent

1o file its repdy within tem days.
Bandana Rrateren (Floogass

* WEST RENGAL

Education trump card

e s snon Commissson of In-

dia has announoed that West

Nengal's legislative assembildy
election will be conducted bn clght
phases between March a7 and April
29 Theredore acrimany between the
ruling Trinamoold Congress (TMC) and
the BIT, which has replaced the CTM
(Communist Party of India-Marcist)
that ruled the state uninterrugtediy
for 34 years (1rr-2001) as the main
opposition party im the state (pop.ga
mullion ), hes beoome more ferce.

issued by the Dedhi-based Universicy
G Can sl & subsidiary of
the Unson exiucation minsistry
The first notifcation lssaed on Jam-
wary 15 (simoe rescinded) regquired all
um.ndhwmmtn-h-
o prevmission of the
Unibom external affairs msinastry prios
tnnvhﬂv&ywnmﬂunm
. and/orer w
W‘m'l‘hmuuil\ﬁ(‘nnﬂn-
cation of February vh rejected by JU7,
pertained to encouraging the uwniver-
sity s students 10 wWirite & ‘oo schemon”
test 10 be comducted nationally by the
Rashtriya Kamadbonu Asyog, & sub-
sidiary of the Unios nuinistry of fisher-
tom amd ankmal hushandry.

BHAPATI § WOPLD

With red, ta the 2 Y 15
notification, speaking om behalf of JU7,
Partha Fratim Blawas, professor of
construction smgineoring,

chaology platforms, has won TMC
and chief minister Mamats Banerjee
the admiration of the state’s influen-

wod: "Camp lm-!-llnwfm&u&
ing and exchange of views et

thal bhadralok (refined middie class)
mlbmd“’d Bengal's most

B ek and & [N e

L 4 legislative assem-
bily ehecti

nn-n—bh-rrbr-tntbm—
of rch and i jon. The con-

diti 'lwid_nnt“lin

Among them: Ju hakti, um-

1

der which 10,000 students will be
inducted as interns in governosent
hnmmlhwmn-
Laklisk of training for
100 IAS and IPS sapirants, promot-
hlm-‘w'kpdl Urdu, K.mlwl

e of LS00 para-teachers for them,
and K 50 erore for 1050 new English
WMMUREJ‘SI'M«‘

poally i Im sharp
contrast o the BIP-Jed governmsent
o the Centre slashing the z2ozi-22
busdget for educstion by 6173 peroent
o Rsgeaq crore (of Rso9 300
crore budgeted for 20a0-21) the
state povernisenst s edocation bodget
fowr mext year is 123 percent higher ot
Rs.37.050 crore.

hl-'hr'y.-ml—-dhy

A a resalt, political
wino had earlier writtem off Banerjor's
ch of winnimg a third
tive term in office are veering arcand
1o the view that with her bberal pro-

the “Jadavpur Fraternity” =

the UGC directive o encourage the
study of cow science. “The Jadavpur
Fraternity would apgeal to other col-
lepes and UGC o rethink the umsci-
entific direction this examination will
give 1o the oducation system of the
country. University rescarch should
be conduscted in scsemtific desciglines
well-funded by the government_ with:
oull any scopee for diversion aimed st
undormining scienoe.”

The TMC government’s peo-ede-
cation budget presented om Febew-
&y 5§ ol & tine when over 200 million
ehvildren in India have lost a full year
of formal schooling due 1o the pan-
dembe, and teachers have faced heavy
Jobs losses amnd are suffering exiremse
stress i iraining themselves on new

L de fom agenda and recontly
provided frechios, Banerjor may prove
her criticos wrong again.

Bainhak Mubherpee = o ats)
» MADHYA PRADESH

IR DNWLE O FRRN FAYABLE &Y

parents of children in private

unaided schools durimg the
pandemic close down which s con:
valsing the nation, has mot by passcd
e Himadi Beartland state of Madbya
Pradesh (pop. 73 milllion), India’s
largest state by laned arca (308,245
s k). On February 12, following
& publie march by agitsied parents
in Bhopal — the admin cageital of the
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state — Kamal Vishwakarma,
president of the city-based Private
Schaool Parent Assochation, presembed
& petithon 1o Inder Singh Parmsar,
muimister of education of the BRIP
government of Madhya Pradesh

The assockation’'s petition alleged
that despite NEMEroNs LOVeTNment
natifications and high court orders,
& large number of private schoolds are
charging fees " vas head
of expenditure. “This is unaccept-
able and in viclation of a November
5. 2020 order passcd by the Jabal-
par bench of the Madhya Pradesh
high comret b0 the effect that private
schasols can bevy anly the tuitbon fee,
Thiss situatbon needs 1o bwe urgently
remedied by the education ministry
and state government,” savs Viabowa-
karma

The comrt’s judgement of last
November was based on its nter-
pretation of the Madhya Pracdesh
Nip Vidyabaya (Private Schools
Regulation) Act, 2017 enacted by the
previous Congross govermment of the
shate which was dramatically ousted
by thee BJIP in & legislative coug in
March last year.
#d1n onder 1o strike a balanoe amsong

stakehodders — whao imclude
stusdemts, parcmts, teachers and
anagensent — we diredt that the
students/ parents shall pay tulthon
fee as por crder dated Septomber 3,
acan, which shall not be inclusive
of library foe, computer fee, practi-
cal for, ox '] fov (subjoct to
examination mot being held ) and
fee for programmes argamised on
oocasions sech as national festivals,
sprorting evemts amd development
fee,” rubed the court on November
5 im resp T @ it peetinbon iled
by the Association of Unabded CRSE
Schools of Madhya Pradesh. Simal-
taneously, the bench directed private
schools to ensure that children are
not deprived of anline education and
that teachers” salarios are paid fully
with arrears, if any, 1o be deared by
the ond of the current academic yoar.

Although the high court ruling has
dismayed the vast majority of MPF»
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SAAENIrTR Sangh COOPTa o call

budget private schools im pantioa-
Rar which are confromted with an
unprecedentod cash crunch, some
private school leaders are symapa-
thetic to the plight of paremts whose

w an] busi have boon
upendod by the national lockdown of
4 v and busi for over six-

wight months following the outbroak
of the Covid- 19 pandenic a yoar ago.

“The Covid- 19 pandemibc was &
surprise disaster amd the natbon has
tor staned by thee mnbiddbe and lower
msddle-class parens community
Private schools should draw an their
savimgs to thde over the orisis and
cut their expenditure while deploy-
ing twition fees to meet the salaries
expenses of teachers,” sy Sandeop
Gupia, vice principal of the Litthe
Angels Convent High Schoaol, Bhopal.

This point of view was scoepted
by Asscciation of Unakded CBSE
Schossls which petitioned the govern-
ment 1o ensure that the reduced
nwithon fee s paild immediately, B
following a governamsent directive to
parewts to pay taithon fees forthwith,
the Private Schaood Parents” Associa-
tion flled an appeal in the Supreme
Court against the M high court’s
Novomber 8 ordoer.

“Private schools in MP have been
wvery sympathotic (o the income and
pobs bosses suffered by our parents
during the pandemic, and owr

association — even if relectantly

w meeepted the MP high court’s 70
peercent of taition fees-only order
Hirwever, several parnedils assos s
tioms misled by their leaders, have
appealed the Supreme Coart against
the high court’s order, Parents
should be more sympathetic to huge
financial losses suffored by private
schools and also by their children's
Covid warrior teachers who may
suffer salary culs and jobs boss. They
should withedrasw their appeal in the
Supreme Court and socept the high
wourt onder. They shoubd also bear
in mind that the Supreme Court has
recently upheld a Rajasthan high
oot arder that parents showubd pay
100 percent of contracted fees”
warns Siddharth Singh, dorector
of the Kmerald 1eights Interns-
tlomal Schoal, Indore and mvember
of the Association of Unadded CHSE
Schools.

Frivade school parents would do
well to hood this advice and aid and
enable managements of sclsools pre-
paring their children for an ncreas-

ingly wnscern,
I A Maashearn (Erooe l

* GUIARAT

Cautious reopening

T THE NEAERER OF COAEn M

itive cases and fatalitios in

Gujarat falling from a poak
of 97 Hgq and 1,152 on September 16,
2020 1o 16,477 and 120 on Febraary
25, 2021, the state government has
permitted schools scross the state o
roope in e phased manner.

O January 11, chass X and XTI stu-
dents who will write their boarnd ex-
ams in May 2021 were permsitted to
antend in-school classes, suhpect o pa-
rental consent. On Febmaary &, olass IX
and XTT st started e |}
classes. And on February a8, class V1-
Vil childreon of private and govern-
ment schools were given the aoption of
returndng 1o school campuseos.

With schoals obliged to follow strict
SaPs (standard operating procodures )




