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of mtudonts s suffichont for sdmis-
siom mto other schools, parenis are
mot reguired to get TOs 1o admat their
chikdren imto neighbowrmg poverm -
ment schools. “BIS in the sate are
facing & sevious crisis. There was
meghgible foes collectson in 2020
21 as many parentis dadat pay fees
Becanse of fimancial dafficu tics and
cthers don 'y want 1o pay for vieteal
lasses. With depleted revenue, we
cant pay owur teachers. In 201920,
we had 6065 1eaihers and sow that
mumber is Rall,” she says

Bar while Tam il Nade's mewly
electod DMK government is pulling
omt all the vtaps to fill up govern-
ment schools taking advantage of the
Covid pandomic, ' & moot podnt of
the public interost ks boing served.
Witk all 37217 govermment schools
wtall shuttered, the only remote
bessons being provided o thesr 6.7
millson children, is through Kabvi TV,
the state government -run lelevision
chanmel. The kearning owtcomes of
whildren passively bearning fromm one
way kevtures are worse than befose
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pimess through marration of motive-
tional stories, yogs and mental hoalth
advice 1o rural commumitsos, the deo-
partment was transformod mto the
Spirstusl Department by the Kamal
Nath-led Congress povermment which
was voled into office i 2088, Until
March 2020, the focus of the Spiarite-
ol Departmsent was b0 promote inler -
communal and religious harmony.

Howewver, when the BIF was voted
Back 1o power in Bhopal in 2020 afier
engimecring dramates defections from
the Congress, the Happiness Dopart -
ment with & bess secubar Mavour was
restored with the mission to wplift
the spirits of the poople of the sate.
Ims 2020 Aloha, an internationally ac-
credited happiness programme, was
tramslated into Hinds and imcorporst-
od into the Happimess programmos.
Currently, the happimess programme
i beoing disseminstod = all 533 dis-
tracis of the state by S5.000 unpaid
volunteors.

During the past pandom ic year, ihe
department has conducted 100 0404
twice-a-week online happiness pro-
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education institutions —ospocially in
this gram pandemic cra — is posMive.
“The department’s voluntcors con-
ducted twe programmes for our fac-
why spread over February and March
this year. The programmes mcbuded

grammes. The programmes are s per -
wised by the Rajys Anand Sansthan,

am pural prayer followed by yops
chasses and interadtive sessions with
2

am body © " d 1@

Politics of happiness

INAFTRED B THE ELAMPFLE
of the neighbouriag K gdom of
Bh which ©% Datkon -
al dewwlopment through a Gross Na-
tional Happinoss Index (GNHI) and
latzerly by the Delhi state govermment
which mntroduced happmmess classes
mie the curricula of government
schools, the Anand Vibhag (Hap-
pimess Department) of the Madhys
Pradesh govermment has seocecded in
amclioratimg some of the Covid pan-
demic’s ghooem and doom pervadang
the commtry’s peographically second -
Rargest (3OR 48 s k) state (pop T3
mallson ) by eatending the ambin of the
Happimess Departiment 1o the edeca
Lo L

Furst introdduced by incoumbent
chief mimistor Shivra) Chashan in
200 o spread loosely defined hap-
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oo the department s ojeotives
board members of the Sansthan
arg eminent cnisens working i the
arcas of culture, society, paychology
and scadomscs.

"Hducathon was one ares that was
left untouched by the department, so
we decided to sensitise eduecation in-
stitutions 1o the need for happness,
mental peace and well-boing, espo-
clally in the pandemic ers. Therefore
for the pasi ome yoar, introductory
programmes have been conducted
for school and higher education stu-
dents in all 533 admimistrative blocks.
Char programoes are nod resinicted
b povernment nstitutions and are
open 1o all They are charged o nomi
mal smount of Ks 200 as registratbon
Foes 10 meet tea break expenses,” says
Akhilosh Argul, chief executive of
the Rajys Anand Sansshan,

The initial reaction 1o the happi
ness programmes beimg introduced in

s selected by the aducaton
ARy Rarrating motivationsl sie
ries and providing pandomic man-
agement advice, group singing and
povtry reciations. The happiness
programmes conducted online, have
undoubtedly holpod cur faculty to do-
stross, refroshed our spirits and Jdi-
vorted sttemtion from the pais posnts
of the pandemic. I'm sure once nor-
makcy is restored and the programmes
are condected on campus, they willl be
more rewardimg.“ says Dr. Pratibbha
Simgh, prncipal of the Sarcjimi Nasde
ot Garls Postprad Amtosomous Cold-
kegpe. Bhopal, which has an aggregate
enrolment of S.629 women students
mentored by 111 facuity.

Albhough the Happiness Depast.
ment’s iIntrodectory programmes i
edusation institetions have heen wel

a. precal dombos and op-
position parnies discern clever design
Beehind this initiative, “11 s pertiment
o note this programme s conducted




by unpaid voluntoors who are likely
o be WP and RSS foor soldiors. The
design ix 1o ntroduce hinderva tenets
and I‘lhl)h- LI lo“l -
and od " L The RIP
wlaimms it s the wourld s largest politioal
party. larger than the M million Chi-
newe Communist Party. The happmess
programm e part of s agenda to
imcrease M membership,” says a Bho-
pal-based acadomic, who preferred 1o
FOMRAIN ANON YT OWs.

Vet the moot point s whether

Itios amd happi can min Masy
lc-de—in believe they are mutually
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Wrong priority

AS THE NEW ACAIHOMIC TRAR

2021-22 commenced from
July | with onlime education
decreed compulsory for all of Kar-
nataka’s TH X000 schoobs imcluding

"
i = panel headod by a retired high
 judge to determine foos for
all carogowrios of private schools in
the state for the new scadem ic yoar
202122, and 1o “grant i Whery™ 1o
initiate action apainst privale schools
disregarding the January 29 fees
restriction order.

Responding, private bs mn-

» <1 argued ba

- -hglo Jedge beach that the vate

AR V0N gOverninent primany d
arses, (e stabemale over foes payable
o private schooks for 202021 and
the mew acadeomic yoar s snresolve.

I February, several private
schools associations filed writ poti-
tioms in the Karnataka high court
contestimg the constitutional valsday
of & Jamuary 29 stale povernment
directive to all privade schooks
imchudan g schoosls afiliated waih
pan-lodia CHSE and CI1SCE cxam
boards —statewide 1o collect only 7O
percent of tuition (and no cther) foos
for the academ ic year ended April
2020

This dumlw was issued afier
parents” . et
that private schools” fees should be
reduced because onlime classes are of
shorter duration and schools are not
Mn' co-curricular and sports

- or, P clabm

they have wufferod loss of income
and affen employment during the
pandem b yoar,

Om June 29, the stale povermment
made s plea 1o the Karnataks high

Lacks lwgal suthority
ll! regulate foes of unaided private
schools and highhghied that. while
on one hand, ihe government had
dxrnod a reduced fee i had simul-
Iy i d all pe PR
managomonts to pay full salarses to
teachors and staff. Afver hoaring both
parties, Justioe Magadum adjpourned
the hoaring 1o July 22
With & second Covid - 19 pandem v
wave having pushed the stale inlo
a 46 -day ind ¥y and b
lockdown in May-June, parenis as-
have epped their ante and
demanded that the state government
applies the TO peroent of tuition - foe -
only order 10 the sew scadem v year
as well, and constituie a school fees
ad yud i atson commdior.
"Most extra-curricalar and sports
activities have boon haled since
i went online and schools have
saved om thew expenses. Private
achool managements can moet thair
teachers and waf wage bill by ool
lesting M0 peroent of annual fees, We
demand that the state government

-~ 4

cly con & fecs
fixarion committoe headed by
& retired high court judge o
revolve this lsswe,” says BN
Yoganmanda, peneval seave-
tary. RTE Stedents & Parencs
Association (RTE-STUPA)

O the other hand, spokes-
persons of the state’s 21,000
private unaided schools say
that M40 percont of parents
have not pakd their children s
fews for the past year 202031,
and fees arrears owing o rn'
vate schools have
o s massive Ks 4 0005 000 crove.
Thoy contend that private schools,
expecially affordable budget privase
schoobs (MPS), are an the brink of fi-
mancial bankruptoy with most ensble
to pay teschers and staff, They warn
ht over 3000 BPS will have 1o shwt
dovam permanently i the restrio:
tive TO percent tuition fee ordeor s
extended o D021-22.

GéTaking add ge of the pandom -
i, the government first stopped
all privace sehoals from raising anne-
al foes by the comventianal 1015 per-
wentl. Nest in J y 2020 i J

the TO percent TuMbon fees directive
applicable to 2020.-2 1. Now it wants
o st mp a foes fination commitioe o
imtorfore with parent-managemeont
contracts. More than 30 porcent

of parents have not pald even 1he
reduced 70 percent tuition fees due
for 202021 In swch a sination how
wan private school managemenis af.
ford to provade online educatson and
pay teschers and sl gueries 3.
Shashi Kum ar, genoral secretary
of the Associated Managemonis of
Primary and Secomdary Schaoks s
Karmatakas (KAMS, esth, 1959 ), which
has o membership of 3900 maimnly
budget private schools.

According o Kamar, i o land .
mark pedpement delivered om May 3
m fndian School Jodhpur & Oz va
Srare Government aof Rajasshan, the
Supreme Court struck down a similar
private scbonls fees reduction order
of the Rajasthan state government,
ruling that the right 1o delermine
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