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— this brutal rite of passage, refuses
v e ot

In an unprevedented judictal ver-
dict om Febraary 5. a sessthons court in
Bhopal sentenced four women phar-
macy students of the RKDF Medical
College, Bhopal, to five years lmpris-
onment for abetting the sulcide of a
first-yvar student following contins-
ous ragging. Additional sessions court

fallen sharpdy from 40 prercent in 2009
o 4 percent. 132 ragging complainis
were flled in MP in 2006 This is the
highest ey of daimts filed
from any state sinoe the Aman Maove-
ment started recetving complaints &

often has serious consogsences, odu-
cathomniss and human rights sctiviss
are calling for specific anti-ragging
leghslation frommn e stale government

physically tormured Ankite Sharvmas
driving her to suicide by hanging on
mm:nn.lnamm the
d the four -
dents and also indicted the college
management for not paying heed ta
bor complainis and falling and ne-
glecting to stanyp out this hamibiating
practice.
swmm'lh-‘knﬂ-
. @ PIL (public imterest liga-
thom ) wias filed by o modical student in
Indore, and the Madhya Pradesh high
coart served Botice an the state gov
ermment 1o plement the Raghavam
Committes’s repon (2007) and Sa-
preme Cournt directives to ourb ragging
n ey ! nstie e
The PiL. petition lsted cormupt prac-
tices including ragging that are rife in
a3 meedical and 14 dental colleges of
Madbya Pradesh (pop. 73 million).
Admitting the PFIL on September
=, 201y o divishon Bbench comprising
sctimg Chief Jusioer K. K. Laboti and
Justice Subbuash Knkade served motie-
o o Barkatullah University, Bhaopsal,
the distrsct collevtor amd REDF Medi-
val College, where the socused stu-
dents and the deveased were studying.
However, nelther the Congress [ Dec
0a8-March 2020) nor the -u.-\-

on limes of the Maharashtra Prohibs-
tion of Raggimg Act. 1595

“Andivra Pradesh has s own state
legislated anti-rageing law, titled
Andhra Pradesh Ragging Prohibs-
tion Act, . Conseguently, while
Andhra had only 39 ragging com-
plaints bast your, in MPF, lpr-m:‘

las were registored. There is

-n—dbha-um-nd-mh
rugging law.” s Decpak Gour, o
Bhopal-based lawyer.

Clearly, an ea wisose tinse has
comme.
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country are bracing for a sec-
ond wave following a massive

chodds in Bengalura and 62
pretvent statewhde are wivilling 1o
send thedr children 1o schaol wnil a
substantial percentage of the state’'s
populaticon ks vaccinated and the
Covid-19 pandemic subsidos. The

surge im Covid- s cases, pur of
primary school childoen in Karna-
taka (pop 6y million ) are divided on
the insue of semding Useir children
bk 10 ol

An onbine survey comducted last
month (March) by the Vidyarthigala
Nudem Kade (VNSK, "Stu-

rds school’), &

l-qﬂ-m-l-dﬂﬂﬂau-prhln.

bemt WIP gover s addd
the ragging ritual which is practicised

anti-ragging helpline for the Delhi-
Basedd University Grasts Comminsbon,
although ragging cases in higher exda-
cathon instilutions commirnwide have

LocalCirchos onl murvey d
2.487 rempond = 1.aa
trywide incloding 1,971 in Karnataka.
These h hodds have & of
15 Ks 3 lakh per annum.

e VP,

semiot fellow atl Universelinstion of
the Fayguatable Quality Education Pro-
£F of the Nati 1 Lanw Sclhosod
of Inadia Universiny, Rengabum, and
prisne mover of the VNSK survey,
sayw the two sarveys reflect the duf-
Foring ssp off lorw- by and
gl e e
“The majority of sample re-

ml-h-lh‘lau,.
vhalds are in £ of corn-

v A N our survey comprised
| farmilies. G

ment of ) for
prlmq-cbuulchﬂhmhlhml
dembe yoar beginning July 2021,

OFf the 3,065 parests interviewsd, &
maporiny of 2 6oy wanted sehoods
reopensed for prismany children,

wdis and primary schools
provide a safer environment for
children than their cramped homes
in erosabed localities. Moreover,
children are assured of a free-mid-
day meal in ZoverTment Gmpona e
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